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MPO to Fund Start-up

Transportation-Demand-

FIRST ROUND OF
GRANTS AWARDED TO
BOSTON, CAMBRIDGE,
ARLINGTON, AND
WALKBOSTON

The Boston Region
Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO) award-
ed $142,000 in April to sup-
port four transportation-
demand-management
(I'DM) projects that will help
improve air quality in the
region by reducing trans-
portation-related emissions.

Management Projects

The largest award, $67,000,
went to the City of Cam-
bridge for the launch of a
pilot social-marketing cam-
paign aimed at encouraging
Cambridge residents to
switch from driving to using
other transportation modes.
The City of Boston received
$40,000 to start a bicycle
pool that city employees can
use to reduce driving trips
within the city.

WalkBoston will use its

® TDM Awards cont. on p. 4

State Transportation
Bond Bill Passes

BOND BILL PROVIDES
$3.5 BILLION FOR
INFRASTRUCTURE;
NEW STIMULUS PLAN
WOULD FUND BRIDGE
REPAIR

On April 17, Governor Deval
Patrick signed a multibillion
transportation bond bill that
will begin to address the
commonwealth’s transporta-
tion infrastructure needs by
enabling the state to leverage
federal funding for an
investment of approximately
$3.5 billion in the state’s
transportation system over
the next three years. Built

into the bill are measures for
streamlining the
Massachusetts Highway
Department’s project deliv-
ery process and increasing
transparency in the agency.

Taking effect immediately is
the provision of federal
matching funds for munici-
palities’ Chapter 90 monies
for local roadway projects.
Chapter 90 grants will be
funded at $150 million per
year. The bill also includes
$700 million to fund transit
projects that the state is com-
mitted to building as mitiga-

® Bond Bill cont. on p. 2
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~ CELEBRATE
'NATIONAL BIKE
 MONTH!
Take part in bicycling -
events occurring through-
out the commonwealth.

See page 4 for details.

The members of the Boston Region MPO: Executive Office of Transportation and Public Works, Cities of Boston,
Newton, Salem, and Somervitle, Federal Highway Administration, Federal Transit Administration, Massachusetts Bay
Transportation Authority, Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority Advisory Board, Massachusetts Highway

Department, Massachusetts Port Authority, Massachusetts Turnpike Authority, Metropolitan-Area Planning Council,
Regional Transportation Advisory Council, Towns of Bedford, Framingham, and Hopkinton
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: safetytoolbox

] mcludes hnks to or.her resources on de51gn
‘dards, demgn manuals, and safety—related laws

‘ The Toolbox may be found at www.mhd. state. ma.us/

Bond to Fund Road and
Transit Projects

® Bond Bill cont. from p. 1
tion for the Central
Artery/Tunnel project:
improvements to the
Fairmount commuter rail
lines, the Green Line
Extension to Medford and
Somerville, the design for
the Red Line-Blue Line
Connector, and the addition
of 1,000 new parking spaces
at commuter rail stations. It
provides $10 million for
.mass transit planning proj-
ects, including the South
Coast Rail extension to Fall

River and New Bedford, the -

Urban Ring, and the Blue
Line extension to Lynn, as
well as $16 million for
improvemenits to the
Fitchburg commuter rail
line.

@ TRANSREPORT May 2008

Other reforms include the
establishment of a deferred
maintenance trust fund,
adjustments to health insur-
ance benefits for retirees of
the Massachusett Bay
Transportation Authority
and the Massachusetts
Turnpike Authority, and a
requirement that regulations
be established to determine
when civilian flagmen could
be used at construction sites
instead of potice details to
reduce costs.

The state expects to save mil-
lions of dollars by instituting
streamlining measures at the
Massachusetts Highway
Department that could
reduce project delivery time
by as much as 40 percent

® Bond Bill cont. on p. 4

Gas Prices
Drive More
Commuters
to Transit

RIDERSHIP INCREASING
ON THE MBTA

As gas prices crept up over
the past year, the MBTA
reported an increase in tran-
sit ridership, indicating that
more commuters may be
choosing to leave their cars
in the garage and take the
bus, subway, or train to work.

According to MBTA rider-
ship statistics, MBTA transit
services attracted nearly 3
million more riders in
February 2008 than at the
same time last year—an
increase from approximately
27 million riders in February
2007 to 30 million in
February 2008.

MBTA General Manager
Daniel Grabauskas told the
Boston Globe that the price of
gas is a major factor in the
ridership increase.

The trend toward increased
transit ridership is nation-
wide, according to the
American Public Transpor-
tation Association (APTA),
which reported that in 2007,
U.S. cities had the highest
level of transit ridership in
50 years.

www.bostonmpo.org




Bicycle Parking at MBTA Stations Increased

MPO INVENTORY
SHOWS 79 PERCENT
INCREASE OVER FOUR
YEARS

The Boston Region MPO
has posted online the
results of its most recent
inventory of bicycle parking
spaces at MBTA facilities,
which was conducted in
2005 and 2006. The previ-
ous inventory was done in
1999, 2000, and 2002.

The MPO staff collected
data on the number of
MBTA-owned and munci-

www.bostonmpo.org

pally owned bicycle racks and
the number of bicycle park-
ing spaces being used at 123
rapid transit stations, 124
commuter rail stations, 4
commuter boat terminals,
and 3 major bus stops in the
region.

Since the previous inventory
had been done, the number
of bicycle parking spaces at
MBTA facilities increased by
79 percent and 25 more sta-
tions had bicycle racks.

The inventory also identified
locations of underutilized

racks. MPO staff made rec-
ommendations for improv-
ing bicycle parking at those
stations.

Both the recommendations
and the inventory results can
be found at www.bostonmpo
.org/bostonmpo/resources/
CMS/cmsbpark.htm.

This work was conducted as
part of the MPO’s Mobility
Management System, a. pro-
gram for collecting data for
use in analyzing the per-
formance of the region’s
transportation system.

Bicycle rack at a Silver Line station




BAY STATE BIKE

1 e 50,000-Mile
Commuter Challenge and
get your corporate team to
compete'wuh hke 51zed

txon has the hlghést per—
centage ge of emiployees com-
ing by bicycle. Join a
er Convoy in

oston, Cambridge, or
lington and bicycle to

wofk with fellow riders. Or
be a: Blke Buddy by encour-
“aging a”fnrend to ride.

For more information and
event hsmngs visit
Wwwbaystateblkeweek org,

. or contact MassCommute at
(617) 918 4456 or ride@Bay
StateBlkeWeek org

‘on project delivery, bridge

TDM Projects Aim to
Improve Air Quality

® TDM Awards cont. from p. I ~ FFY 2008 projects. The

$29,000 award to work with ~ MF'O’s TDM program is

s financed with federal
several communities to devel- . e
. Congestion Mitigation and
op walking maps and to

identify low-cost improve- An:i Quihl?_, (Cl\fﬁ%) fl;lnds
ments that will make local and matching state/loc

walking routes safer. The funding.
MPO also awarded $6,000 to
the Town of Arlington for a
covered bicycle rack for the
Parmenter School as part of
a program aimed at reduc-
ing automobile travel.

For more information on the
TDM program, please visit
www.bostonmpo.org/boston
mpo/resources/TDM/index
.html or contact either
Barbara Lucas (blucas@
mapc.org, [617] 451-2770)
or Jonathan Belcher
(jbelcher@bostonmpo.org,
{617] 973-7253).

These awards represent the
first round of TDM funding
for federal fiscal year 2008.
The MPO intends to provide
$250,000 in funding for

Bond Bill Passes

e Bond Bill cont. from p. 2

and cut down on cost
increases that are due to
inflation. A Web-based
“Scorecard” will enable the
public to view information

The previous week, the gov-
ernor announced an eco-
nomic stimulus plan that
includes an additional $3.8
billion bond proposal that
would provide funding to
accelerate repairs on over

and pavement conditions, four hundred structurally

and performance related to
safety and mobility goals.
The Scorecard can be found
at Www.mass.gov/
eot/scorecard.

the commonwealth over the
next eight years.

deficient bridges throughout -
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